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Orinda Library Celebrates a Century of
Civic and Community Engagement
... continued from page A6

By 1956, Orinda’s collection num-

bered nearly 61,000, library hours

were increasing, and planners knew

their new structure would be built on

the corner of Irwin Way and what is

now Orinda Way. Fundraising

ramped up further as the Orinda As-

sociation, churches, Chamber of

Commerce members, and other or-

ganizations came on board, and 400

block captains began nudging neigh-

bors to give and give again. Even the

State Board of Education joined in,

offering to provide oversight of door-

to-door solicitation. 

      

Finally, on Nov. 14, 1958, the

new $125,000 Orinda Library was

dedicated. It housed 94,700 books.

The Friends of the Orinda Library  –

an organization known today for its

innovative programming of concerts

and other special events – was

founded in 1959. An addition to the

library opened in 1971. The City of

Orinda assumed responsibility for li-

brary maintenance in 1995.

      

A year later, the community

would take another giant leap forward

as the City of Orinda animated the

“Heart of Orinda” – a plan destined to

transform the Orinda Village by mov-

ing the library into a new structure to

be built near the Orinda Community

Center and new city offices. After

raising $5 million within a 2-year pe-

riod to fund most of the new library’s

construction while also leading the

charge to pass an 8-year, $27 city par-

cel tax to fund programs and staffing,

Friends of the Library and their fellow

Orindans celebrated the opening of

the library at its present location on

Oct. 7, 2001. 

      

Today, as the Orinda Library be-

gins its second century of life, the

complex is a beehive of activity with

patrons buzzing through 1,981

shelves filled with books, CDs,

DVDs, magazines, and other materi-

als, and visitors from across the Bay

Area flitting from city council meet-

ings to art exhibitions to toddler yoga

to winter concerts in front of the fire-

place or Chamber of Commerce and

Orinda Historical Society activities –

before relaxing over coffee with

friends at the ground floor café. 

      

“If you have a garden and a li-

brary,” said Cicero, “you have every-

thing you need.”

      

To learn more about the Orinda

Library visit: www.friendsofhte-

orindalibrary.org/. 

Orinda Mayor Kicks
off  Brown Bag Lunch
Series May 16
By Laurie Snyder

At her recent State of the City

Address, Orinda mayor Sue

Severson announced that Orin-

dans would soon have a new way

to interact with community lead-

ers – relaxed and informally via

the Mayor’s Brown Bag Lunch

series. The first session of that

new series will begin at noon on

May 16 in the Sarge Littlehale

Community Room at City Hall,

and will give Orindans the chance

to talk about Crime Prevention

with the mayor and Mark Nagel,

Orinda’s police chief. The pro-

gram is being presented free of

charge. No RSVP is needed – just

bring your lunch and your brain.

Orinda Library – 100th Anniversary Celebration
May 17, 3-5 p.m.

• Library Plaza (outside): Music, cupcakes and balloons; trivia contest with prizes; gift basket raffle.
• Garden Room (inside): Quilting talk and display by award-winning Orinda quilter, Liz Platt.
• Gallery Room (inside): Birthday crafts with Orinda children’s librarian, Lin Look.
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“They used their contacts and
knowledge of the area to get us
top dollar (and then some) in an
unbelievably smooth transaction”

Jonathon and Suzanne

“Tina and Frank are 
excellent realtors, we give 

them our highest
recommendation!"
John and Melissa 

Southwood Dr, Orinda

Frank Woodward
925.788.4963

Tina Jones
925.464.3755 

WoodwardJonesTeam.com
Luxury Property Specialists

The Woodward Jones Team  -  Two Masters of  Real Estate Joined to Provide World Class Service!

Rosemont Ct, Walnut Creek

If  you are thinking of  selling or buying, call Frank and Tina for a free marketing consultation today!

Just Sold 

Represented Buyer 
Sold

YES ON MEASURE J

• Repairs Residential Roads & Drains only
• Adds to, not replaces current funding
• Protects property values
• Independent oversight & annual audit
• Fixes the worst residential roads

Fix Orinda Roads Now!
www.FixOrindaRoads.org

LAFAYETTE $1,220,000
4/2. Adorable rancher at the end of a

cul-de-sac close to town. Open layout,

lawn, patios & pool!

Emily Estrada  CalBRE# 01942438

MORAGA $2,495,000
4+/4. Executive home, 4837 sqft, 1.54

acre private lot, gourmet kitchen, guest

house, wine cellar.

Elena Hood CalBRE#01221247

ALAMO $4,900,000
5/4.3. Gated custom home on Private

Knoll with unparalleled outstanding

views and features!
McCann/O’Donnell    CalBRE#00946092/01916567

MORAGA $899,000
5/3. Great location on cul-de-sac close to

K-8 Moraga schools, .44 acre lot w/pool.

Elena Hood CalBRE#01221247

LAFAYETTE $1,975,000
6/5.5. Spacious Custom Home! 5112 sqft

on .31 acre lot on a cul-de-sac, large

bonus room, gourmet kitchen.

Elena Hood CalBRE#01221247

ORINDA $6,300,000
4/4.2. Rare opportunity to buy newer

estate plus two adjacent lots. Gated, wine

cellar, gorgeous grounds w/pool & more!

Elena Hood CalBRE#01221247

ORINDA $2,595,000
5/3. Gorgeous European inspired villa.

Dramatic 2 sty entry. Infinity pool,

cabana & wine cellar.

Glenn & Kellie Beaubelle CalBRE#00678426

ORINDA $2,100,000
4/3. New construction. Gorgeous views,

close to town. More pics/info at

OrindaOaks.com.

Glenn & Kellie Beaubelle CalBRE#00678426

ORINDA $1,599,000
4/3.5. Gorgeous home in the heart of

Glorietta. Spacious with a large yard &

pool. Perfect for entertainers.
Rick & Nancy Booth   CalBRE#01341390/01388020

MORAGA $1,140,000
3/2. Lovely one story contemporary

with great views. Lrg rear patio, great

for entertaining.

Jerry Wendt CalBRE#00178259

ORINDA $1,749,000
4/3.5. Orinda Downs Luxury through

and through. Private deck w/hot tub off

Mstr.

Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE#01390784

MORAGA $1,295,000
4/3. Fabulous updated single lvl home. Flat

backyard w/patio, hot tub, lawns &

beautiful gardens.

Elena Hood CalBRE#01221247

MORAGA $879,000
3/2. 1 story Campolindo charmer

w/hardwood floors opening to an

expansive yard.

The Holcenberg’s CalBRE#01373412/00637795

LAFAYETTE $1,998,000
4/5. Remodeled treasure near the trail.

Den, bonus room and an attached unit.

Kathy McCann CalBRE#00946092

MORAGA $1,195,000
4/2.5. Great Sanders Ranch Home! 2946

sqft in tranquil setting, updated kitchen

and baths, spacious deck w/ hot tub.

Elena Hood CalBRE#01221247

LAFAYETTE $2,995,000
4/3.5. Beaut landscaped appx 1.5 acres,

pool, cabana, single level, custom home

amenities galore.

Fellner/Beaubelle   CalBRE#01428834/00678426

californiamoves.com

ORINDA $1,695,000
4/3. Inviting Traditional Custom w/an

office, & approx. 3890 sf.,views & a fab

commute location.

Patti Camras CalBRE#01156248
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The Real Estate Firm people trust

ORINDA $2,195,000
5/5.5. 4378 approx. sf. Elegant Tuscan

villa with top quality finishes and

amenities. Pano views.

David Pierce CalBRE# 00964185

ORINDA $1,350,000
4/3. Beautfiully remodeled single level

home in the Orinda Country Club.

Hwd floors throughout.

Zimmank/Neale CalBRE#00469962/01441356

ALAMO $1,695,000
5/4. Bright, spacious estate home in

gated community.Stunning backyard

with pool and spa.

Holt/Geoffrion    CalBRE#00827803/01878803

ORINDA $2,549,000
5/4.5. Fabulous Traditional Orinda

Home set on 2.5 Acres and Private Cul

De Sac.

Finola Fellner CalBRE#01428834

ORINDA $3,550,000
4/3. By Appt. Only. Serene contemporary

villa built in 1990 on 1.3 ac with amazing

gardens, vistas & privacy.

The Hattersley’s CalBRE# 01181995/00445794




